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Professor Mark Swilling is a distinguished South
African Political Economist with specialization on
sustainable development and just and sustainable
transition. He currently holds the South African
Research Chair in Urban Innovations at the Centre
for Sustainability Transitions, Stellenbosch
University. He is also a Commissioner on the
National Planning Commission in the Office of the
President, Republic of South Africa, and a member
of the Board of the National Transmission Company
of South Africa. Professor Swilling has published
widely on urban social movements, governance,
urban theory, urbanization in Africa, energy
transitions in the global South, sustainability, state
capture and more recently on financing transitions.
His most recent books are ‘The Age of Sustainability:
Just Transitions in a Complex World’ (Routledge) and
1985: The Langa Massacre and the Ending of White
Rule in SA (University of Johannesburg).



“The stories captured in this book are 
both specific to South Africa, and of 
general relevance to the many who 

now face the challenge of confronting 
authoritarian regimes in an increasing 

number of countries across the 
developed and developing world.”

Mark Swilling, 1985: The Langa 
Massacre and the Ending of White 

Rule in SA



Discussion points with Mark Swilling

1. What does a just and sustainable transition mean to you in its most 
practical sense?

2. What are the most critical transitions we need to have in the area 
of international governance architecture?

3. What are key areas where African countries should focus on in 
order to facilitate the transition to a just and sustainable economy?

4. What is the role of achieving a just energy transition in promoting 
the development of a just and sustainable economy across Africa? 

5. What are the key steps that African countries should take to finance 
their transition to a just and sustainable economy?  
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